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With passion for excellence 

Wilo named “Elite-sports-friendly Company” by the DOSB 

 

Dortmund. The Wilo Group was honoured as the “Elite-sports-friendly 

Company” for 2023 by the German Olympic Sports Confederation (DOSB). With 

this title, the DOSB recognises the ongoing, long-term commitment of the 

multinational technology group to the professional development opportunities of 

elite athletes. 

 

“It is important to us to offer top athletes professional opportunities during their 

active sports career”, says Dr Patrick Niehr, Executive Board Member and Chief 

Change Officer (CCO) of the Wilo Group. “Together with the Wilo-Foundation and 

true to its motto ‘empowering young people’, we enable young people to develop 

their outstanding sporting talents and at the same time launch their careers.” 

 

The Wilo Group and the Wilo-Foundation have been involved in top-level rowing 

for over a decade. Wilo has been the main sponsor of the German Men’s Eight 

since 2010. Since 2013, the Wilo-Foundation has also supported the U23 athletes 

in Dortmund as the official sponsor of young talent. With scholarships, 

internships and many other offers, top athletes are given opportunities at Wilo 

to build a professional career alongside their sports activities. Richard Schmidt, 

for example: The 36-year-old rower, Olympic champion and multiple world 

champion in the men’s eight is now Head of Product Development Hydrogen in 

Wilo’s hydrogen team, where he is driving forward the development of this 

technology of the future. 

 

“For the transition from an athletic to a professional career to be successful, it is 

best for the company and the top athletes to work together in the long term”, 

says Dr Niehr. Wilo creates the conditions for this and thus also makes an 

important contribution to the social security of athletes.  
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Sven Baumgarten, Dual Career Project Manager at the DOSB, adds: "We are very 

pleased to thank WILO SE for its long-standing partnership with German 

competitive sport by awarding it the title of "2023 Elite-sports-friendly 

Company". In particular, the support provided in the area of training and studies 

– including the offer of internships – was highlighted by the jury, as this enables 

our top athletes to embark on a successful dual career." 

 

Since 2015, the “Elite-sports-friendly Company” title has been awarded annually 

by the DOSB, the German Conference of Sports Ministers 

(Sportministerkonferenz, SMK) and the German Chamber of Industry and 

Commerce (DIHK). The award recognises the outstanding and ongoing 

commitment of companies and employers to dovetailing competitive sport, 

vocational training and work. In addition to the offers and development 

opportunities provided, long-term commitment and great flexibility are also 

important factors in selecting the award winners. Only in this way is it possible 

for athletes to permanently combine professional careers and sporting 

competition. 

 

“Wilo and elite sports have been closely linked for many years”, says Dr Niehr. 

“Passion, performance and the ability to work in a team are equally important 

for competitive sports and business success.” 
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Image caption: During the evening event of the 48th Conference of Sports 

Ministers in Herzogenaurach, representatives from the DOSB and politics 

presented the “Elite-sports-friendly Company” certificate. From left to right: 

Joachim Herrmann (Bavarian Minister of the Interior, Sport and Integration), 

Julia Liebetanz, Richard Schmidt (both WILO SE), Andrea Milz (NRW Secretary 

of Sports) and Olaf Tabor (DOSB Executive Board for Competitive Sports). 

Image: Matthias Merz 

 

 

Image caption: Wilo has been the main sponsor of the German Men’s Eight 

rowing team since 2010. Image: Detlev Seyb 
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Image caption: In July 2022, the German Men’s Eight and U23 rowers visited 

Wilopark and took part in a foundation event and factory tour. Image: Wilo-

Foundation 
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Silas Schefers 

Wilo Group 

Tel: +49 231 4102 7160 

Mobile: +49 173 895 91 87 

silas.schefers@wilo.com  

 

 

About Wilo: 

The Wilo Group is one of the world’s leading premium suppliers of pumps and pump systems for building services, 

water management and the industrial sector. In the last decade, we have evolved from a hidden to a visible and 

connected champion. Wilo employs more than 8,400 people around the globe today. With innovative solutions, 

smart products and individual services, we provide the intelligent, efficient and environmentally-friendly service of 

keeping water flowing. We already are the digital pioneer within the industry with our products and solutions, 

processes and business models. 

 

For more information, go to www.wilo.com. 
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